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RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

MAKING DETERMINATIONS, APPROVING, AND ORDERING A REORGANIZATION 

“NORTH IRIS LANE-HALLMARK DEVELOPMENT REORGANIZATION” 
ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF ESCONDIDO WITH CONCURRENT DETACHMENT FROM 

COUNTY SERVICE AREA NO. 135 
LAFCO FILE NO: RO23-06 

WHEREAS, on April 10, 2023, interested landowner – Hallmark Development Company, LLC – filed 
a petition to initiate proceedings and an application with the San Diego County Local Agency 
Formation Commission, hereinafter referred to as “Commission”, pursuant to the Cortese-Knox-
Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000; and  

WHEREAS, the application before the Commission seeks approval of a reorganization of 
approximately 7.7 acres of unincorporated territory in the County of San Diego involving annexation 
to the City of Escondido with concurrent detachment from the County Service Area 135; and  

WHEREAS, the affected territory as proposed includes five contiguous legal parcels with four 
containing existing single-family residences and identified by the County of San Diego’s Assessor’s 
Office as 224-310-05, -06, -07, -08. The fifth subject parcel does not have an assigned situs and is 
otherwise identified as 224-310-20; and  

WHEREAS, on December 5, 1984, the County of San Diego and the City of Escondido approved a 
Master Property Tax Transfer Agreement that will govern the property tax exchange associated with 
the reorganization of the affected territory to the City of Escondido; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission’s Executive Officer has reviewed the proposed reorganization and 
prepared a report with recommendations; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Officer’s report and recommendations on the proposal have been 
presented to the Commission in the manner provided by law; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission heard and fully considered all the evidence presented at a noticed 
public meeting on the proposal on December 4, 2023;  

WHEREAS, the Commission considered all the factors required by law under Government Code 
Section 56668 as well as adopted local policies and procedures. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE, AND ORDER as 
follows:  

1. The public meeting was held on the date set therefore, and due notice of said meeting was
given in the manner required by law.

2. At the public meeting, the Commission considered the Executive Officer’s report.
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3. With respect to considering the effects of the proposed reorganization under the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Commission’s makes the following findings: 
 

a) The City of Escondido serves as lead agency under CEQA for considering the reorganization 
and specifically the principal action to annex the affected territory to the City as part of its 
discretion to approve the underlying development project. In this role as lead agency, on 
January 12, 2023, Escondido certified a Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Notice 
of Determination (NOD) and identified potential significant environmental impacts for all 
of the following categories: biological resources; cultural and tribal resources; geology and 
soils; hazards and hazardous materials; noise; and transportation and traffic. Escondido 
attests the implementation of mitigation measures via a Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (MMRP) reduce these potential impacts to less than significant levels. 
The Commission independently believes Escondido has prepared a sufficient document as 
lead agency and it would be appropriate for the Commission to adopt the findings of the 
EIR and MMRP as a responsible agency.  
 

b) LAFCO serves as lead agency under CEQA for considering the secondary action associated 
with the reorganization to detach the affected territory from CSA No. 135 and its regional 
communication service function.  The Commission concurs the detachment is a project 
under CEQA but qualifies for exemption under Guidelines Section 15320.   This exemption 
appropriately applies given the subject service – regional communications – will be entirely 
transferred and assumed by Escondido without any material changes in the scope, scale, 
or adequacy post reorganization.    

 
4. The Commission APPROVES the reorganization without modifications and subject to 

conditions as provided. Approval involves all the following: 
 
a) Annexation of the affected territory to the City of Escondido as shown in “Exhibit A-1” and 

described in “Exhibit A-2”. 
 

b) Detachment of the affected territory from County Service Area No. 135 as shown in 
“Exhibit A-1” as described in Exhibit A-2”.  

 
5. The Commission CONDITIONS all approvals on the following terms being satisfied by 

December 4, 2024 unless an extension is requested in writing and approved by the Executive 
Officer: 

 
a) Completion of the 30-day reconsideration period provided under Government Code 

Section 56895. 
 
b) Submittal to the Commission of final map and geographic description of the affected 

territory as approved by the Commission conforming to the requirements of the State 
Board of Equalization – Tax Services Divisions.  
 

c) Written consent and related authorizations from the applicant – Hallmark 
Development Company, LLC – to remove the subject parcel from Rincon del Diablo 



  

Municipal Water District’s Improvement District “E” involving fire protection and 
emergency medical. 
 

d) Submittal to the Commission of the following payments: 
 

o A check made payable to LAFCO in the amount of $100.00 for the County of San Diego-
Clerk Recorder to reimburse for filing a CEQA Notice of Determination and Notice of 
Exemption consistent with the finding in the resolution. 

 
o A check made payable to the State Board of Equalization for processing fees in the 

amount of $350.00. 
 

6. The Commission assigns the proposal the following short-term designation: “North Iris Lane- 
Hallmark Development Reorganization”. 

 
7. The affected territory as designated by the Commission is uninhabited as defined in 

Government Code Section 56046.  
 

8. The Commission waives conducting authority proceedings under Government Code Section 
56662. 

 
9. The County Service Area 135 are registered-voter districts.  

 
10. The City of Escondido and County Service Area 135 all utilize the County of San Diego 

assessment roll. 
 

11. The affected territory will be liable for any existing bonds, contracts, and/or obligations of the 
City of Escondido as provided under Government Section 57328, and will be subject to any 
previously authorized taxes, benefit assessments, fees or charges of the City of Escondido as 
provided under Government Code Section 57330.  
 

12. The effective date of the approval shall be the date of recordation but not before the 
completion of a 30-day reconsideration period and only after all terms have been completed 
as attested by the Executive Officer. 
 

13. As allowed under Government Code Section 56107, the Commission authorized the Executive 
Officer to make non-substantive corrections to the resolution to address any technical defects, 
errors, irregulates, or omissions.  
 

14. The Executive Officer is hereby authorized and directed to transmit copies of this resolution 
as provided in Sections 56880‐56882 of the Government Code. 

 
15. The Executive Officer is further authorized and directed to prepare, execute, and record a 

Certificate of Completion, make the required filings with the County Assessor, County Auditor, 
and the State Board of Equalization as required by Section 57200, et seq., of the Government 
Code. 

 



  

** 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Commission on December 4, 2023 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:   
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
ABSTAINING:  

 
** 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________ 
Keene Simonds   
Executive Officer  
 
 

 

 

  



  

EXHIBIT A-1 
MAP OF AFFECTED TERRITORY  
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EXHIBIT A-2 
GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED TERRITORY  
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