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AGENDA REPORT 

Consent | Action 
 
 
November 2, 2026 
 
TO:  Chair Becker and Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Holly O. Whatley, Commission Counsel  
                            Priscilla Mumpower, Assistant Executive Officer  
    
SUBJECT: Cities Advisory Committee | 

Renewal of Remote Meeting Authorization  
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The San Diego County Local Agency Formation Commission 
(LAFCO) will consider renewing authorization for its Cities Advisory 
Committee (CAC) to meet by teleconference under Senate Bill 707. 
The Commission first granted authorization in March 2026, and the 
statute requires the supporting findings to be renewed every six 
months. Staff recommends adopting the attached resolution 
renewing the authorization and required findings.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Remote Meetings & State Law 
 
SB 707, effective January 1, 2026, allows a legislative body to 
authorize an eligible advisory body to meet by teleconference. 
Government Code Section 54953.8.6, provided as Attachment One, 
requires the legislative body to adopt specified findings, designate a 
primary physical meeting location open to the public, and renew the 
findings every six months.  Remote meetings remain subject to all 
Brown Act notice, agenda, and public access requirements. 
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Cities Advisory Committee 
 
The CAC is a standing advisory committee created by the Commission and 
reconstituted in 2018 after a period of dormancy beginning in the 1990s.  All 18 cities 
in San Diego County are represented by their city manager or designee, with the 
Executive Officer serving as moderator. The CAC advises the Commission on 
developing and implementing its adopted workplan, with increasing input on 
municipal service reviews.  It qualifies under SB 707 because it serves in a purely 
advisory capacity, has no authority to take final action, and has no primary jurisdiction 
over elections, budgets, or spending proposals. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This item is for San Diego LAFCO to consider renewing the CAC’s teleconference 
authorization. The Commission first authorized remote meetings in March 2026 to 
address recurring quorum challenges, including cancellation of the CAC’s March 2025 
meeting. Participation has since improved, with 14 of 18 cities attending the CAC’s 
September 17, 2026 meeting.  Renewal is requested at this time following cancellation 
of the Commission’s September and October meetings. 
 
ANALYSIS  
  
Continued authorization would support consistent participation and timely city input 
on  San Diego LAFCO’s workplan, while preserving both in-person and remote 
opportunities for public participation. The following findings support the Commission 
in renewing teleconference authorization under Government Code Section 54953.8.6: 
 

1. The Commission has considered the circumstances of the Cities Advisory 
Committee, including past challenges in achieving a quorum and improved 
participation since remote meetings were authorized. 
 

2. Teleconference meetings would enhance public access to Committee 
meetings. The public has been informed that remote audio-visual participation 
will be available at regularly scheduled meetings and was given the opportunity 
to comment on this renewal at the Commission’s November 2, 2026 meeting. 

 
3. Teleconference meetings would promote the attraction, retention, and diversity 

of city representatives on the Committee. 
 

4. The Commission designates the San Diego LAFCO offices at 2550 Fifth Avenue, 
Suite 725, San Diego, California 92103, as the primary physical meeting location 
under Government Code Section 54953.8.6(a)(1), where agendas will be posted 
and where Committee members and the public may attend in person. 
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Staff will return for renewal within six months and every six months thereafter while the 
format continues, timed to precede each scheduled CAC meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff recommends San Diego LAFCO adopt the attached resolution renewing 
teleconference authorization for the CAC and the required findings. This 
recommendation is consistent with Alternative One in the following section. 
 
ALTERNATIVES FOR ACTION 
 
The following alternative actions are available to San Diego LAFCO:  

 
Alternative One (recommended): 
Adopt the resolution provided as Attachment Two renewing teleconference 
authorization for the Cities Advisory Committee. 
 
Alternative Two:  
Continue the item to a future meeting with direction to staff on any additional 
information requested. 
 
Alternative Three:  
Take no action, in which case the Cities Advisory Committee would resume in-
person meetings. 

 
PROCEDURES 
 
This item has been placed on San Diego LAFCO’s agenda as part of the consent 
calendar.  A successful motion to approve the consent calendar will include taking 
affirmative action on the staff recommendation unless otherwise specified by the 
Commission. 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Priscilla Mumpower  
Assistant Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments: 
 

1. Government Code Section 54953.8.6 Text 
2. Proposed Resolution Renewing CAC Teleconference Meeting Authorization 
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RESOLUTION NO._______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 
COMMISSION AUTHORIZING THE CITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT FULLY 

REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS 
 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Senate Bill No. 707 (“SB 707”), effective January 1, 2026, a legislative 
body may authorize an eligible subsidiary body to conduct its meetings via teleconference 
under the Brown Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Cities Advisory Committee is an eligible legislative body for purposes of SB 

707 because it is a committee created by the Commission that serves in an exclusively advisory 
capacity, with no authority to take final action, and without primary subject matter jurisdiction 
over elections, budgets, or spending proposals; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Commission first authorized the Cities Advisory Committee to conduct fully 
remote teleconference meetings pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.8.6 at its March 
2, 2026, regular meeting; and 

 
WHEREAS, Government Code Section 54953.8.6(a)(4)(A) requires the Commission to 

renew specified findings every six months for the Cities Advisory Committee to continue using 
teleconferencing under that section; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Commission desires to renew authorization for the Cities Advisory 

Committee to conduct fully remote teleconference meetings, subject to the required findings. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COMMISSION DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE, AND 
ORDER as follows: 

 
1. RECITALS. The Recitals above are true and correct and incorporated herein by 

reference.  
 

2. FINDINGS. Per Government Code Section 54953.8.6(a)(4)(A), the Commission hereby 
makes the following findings:  
 

a) The Commission has considered the challenge in establishing quorum among 
the membership of the Cities Advisory Committee and its successful completion 
of two teleconference meetings following the Commission’s initial authorization; 
 

b) Teleconference meetings of the Cities Advisory Committee would enhance 
public access to meetings, and the public has been made aware that remote 
participation by the public will include the opportunity for audio-visual 
participation that will be made available at a regularly scheduled meeting and 
has been provided the opportunity to comment at the Commission’s November 
2, 2026, regular meeting considering renewal of authorization for Committee 
members to participate entirely remote; and 

 

c) Teleconference meetings of the Cities Advisory Committee would promote the 
attraction, retention, and diversity of eligible city representatives. 
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3. MEETING LOCATION. Per Government Code Section 54953.8.6(a)(1), the Commission 

designates the offices of the San Diego County Local Agency Formation Commission, 
located at 2550 Fifth Ave #725, San Diego, CA 92103, as the location where all meeting 
agendas of the Cities Advisory Committee shall be posted and where any members of 
the Commission, Cities Advisory Committee, or the public may attend in person.  
 

4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption, and shall 
be reconsidered every six months thereafter. 
 

5. CORRECTIONS. As allowed under Government Code Section 56107, the Commission 
authorizes the Executive Officer to make non-substantive corrections to this resolution 
to address any technical defects, errors, irregularities, or omissions.  
 

** 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Commission on November 2, 2026 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:  
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:  

** 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________ 
Keene Simonds  
Executive Officer 
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